Moo Duk hwan's Leader

Speaks Out!

An exclusive interview with the Founder of the Moo Duk kwan,
brandmaster Hwang kee, as translated by his son, Master H.C.
Hwang, Chairman of the TAC.

INSIDE KARATE: “What werse your
hopes and dreams when you first envi-
sioned the concept of the Moo Duk
Kwan?"

HWANG KEE: “At first, my own per-
sonal motivation was to effectively deal
with the end of World War Il and the
Japanese occupation, then achieve
Korea's independance. After that, |
wanted Korean martial arts practition-
ers to have a good understanding of
Korean Moo Do (martial art). | felt a
sense of responsibility to introduce Moo
Do qualities and to combine the physi-
cal, the scholarly, as well as the spiritu-
al aspects. | wanted to improve the
overall quality of Moo Do in Korea.”

IK: “‘How do you feel about where
the Moo Duk Kwan has gone in its first
50 years?"

HK: "Over the last 50 years, due to
Waorld War I, then later the Korean War,
there has been much political change
along with personal strife. It has been
very difficult for my dreams to come
true. But | never lost the faith nor gave
up on my goals during those hard
limes. The only thing that kepl me going
was my belief in the Moo Do spirit, in
that | had to show the way with action!
This 50th Anniversary Celebration is the
culmination of the first part of my
dreams. | am very happy and proud
that the Moo Duk Kwan and ils pracli-
tioners have been able to stay together
as a strong, whole unit. | did my best to
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The vast followers of the Moo Duk Kwan participate in the clinic taught by Grandmaster Hwang Kee.

keep those ideals alive and strong,
even when it was difficult. At this time, |
hope all Moo Duk Kwan praclilioners
will embrace the concept of the Moo
Duk Kwan philosophy and join me for
the next 50 years of the growth of Moo
Duk Kwan histary!”

IK: “What do you hope for the Moo
Duk Kwan in the next 50 years?"

HK: “| am going to continue to
research and teach the Art of Soo Bahk

Do Moo Duk Kwan to make it stronger
for the membership. | would also like
lhe members lo increase their study of
Soo Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan and con-
tinue to improve in the area of guality,
because although the quantity of mem-
bership is important, it is not as impor-
tant as the overall quality! My third hope
is that through the concept and spirit of
the Moo Duk Kwan teachings, the prac-
titioners can hopefully better under-
stand the concept of harmony, which



can be a key contribution to better
human relationships for increased world
peacel!”

IK: "What is it about the Moo Duk
Kwan's development that you feel is
unigue in trying to achieve the goals that
you had?”

HK: “In my teachings, | tell the practi-
tioners to always strive for the Moo Do
philosophy of developing one's charac-
ter, This idea is extremely important and
can be applied through the practitioners'
actions so they can have more than just
physical meanings. Their actions should
come from an external, internal, as well
as a spiritual peace of mind, like Moo Do.
S00 Bahk Do Moo Duk Kwan is not com-
ing from a sport oriented mind set, but
from a mind set focused on improving
the overall person as a whole."

IK: “We are all aware of the tremen-
“dous sacrifices in your own life that you
have given up to achieve your dreams
for the Moo Duk Kwan. Would you do it
again?

HK: “Yes, | would do it all again, but |
would of course need to have my youth
back as welll However | would do it
again, because | have this endless hope
for my original dreams of world peace

(Above] The Mov Duk Kwan practitioners from all over the world await the entrance of Grandmaster
Hwang Kee on stage at the Seoul Education and Cultural Center. (Right) Grandmaster Hwang Kee enters
the ceremony, flanked by members of the Korean government.

through better understanding of the Moo
Do spirit. But | feel happy and confident
that | have demonstrated the model after
which | would like to see things continue
to mature. | am very comfortable with the
abilities of the Senior members of my
organization, especially in the United
States, to carry on my dreams when | am
gone.”

IK: “Whal characteristics would you
ideally like to have your Dan (Black Belt)
members to possess?"

HK: “In the Orient, developing the
ideal character of a person is very impor-
tant. | would like my Dan members to be
like this, a very sacred, wise person with

a “to do," or “high morality" for life. The
Dan member should be able to react to
the physical aspects of training, to have
the proper stimulation lo react quickly
lo any given situation. The Dan member
should be of high character, with an
open mind, and the ability to control
negative human instincts such as
greed, templation, and ego, that can
have tremendous influences on your life
if you do not keep your discipline high.
Our Moo Duk Kwan training helps to
keep control over these negative
desires, to keep temptations in check,
and allows us to lake control and keep
good balance and harmony in our
lives."




IK: “How do you feel that their train-
ing in the Moo Duk Kwan's ideals have
helped to forge these ideal characteris-
tics?”

HK: “| feel a good instructor helps to
keep lhe ideals strong. The instructor
gives good motivation, good guidance,
and helps the practitioner keep the bal-
ance and harmony that we are striving
for. The key is to stay consistent in train-
ing and to practice, practice, practice!
You will gain experience from the repeti-
tions, as well as be in a heallhy state of
mind and be a good role model for the
juniar members."

IK: “In your opinion, what is the dif-
ference between a marlial art like Soo
Bahk Do, and Tae Kwon Do?"

HK: “Tae Kwon Do is more like a
sport than a martial art. In competition,
they both share positive aspects such
as developing good sportsmanship
qualities. But in a sport, action is guided
by certain rules, where there.is a winner
and a loser. In a martial art, you have
Moo Do spirit, which has no rules, and
embodies a deep, spiritual philosophy.
It is about life and death. | would very
much like to see more of a clear seper-
ation between Moo Do and sport, because
one is about life, the other aboul winning
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and losing. Also, conflict often occurs in
sport whenever there is competition
between Senior and Junior members.
This idea is poor for balance and harmo-
ny between members. Keeping the idea
of seniorily is vital for the perpetuation of
the Art, for discipline, as well as to keep
the lineage intact, all the way to the
Founder. It is critical to keep the Moo Do
spirit alive, to teach the mental discipline
and history of the Art and pass it down!”

IK: "How do you feel aboul practition-
ers who have left the Moo Duk Kwan, yel
continue to call themselves Moo Duk
Kwan?"

HK: “| know they are trying to use the
positive impact from their previous asso-
ciation with the Moo Duk Kwan to give
their organizations legitimacy and some
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sort of history. Obviously they are proud of
their connection to the Moo Duk Kwan,
which makes me feel good because they
realize where their roots are and where
their natural connections lead to. In reality
Ihough, for them to continue to claim afflil-
iation to the Moo Duk Kwan is neither
morally, legally, or ethically right. They are
literally misrepresenting the Moo Duk
Kwan for their own personal gains,
because after all, there is only one Moo
Duk Kwan!”

IK: "How do you feel about hese ax-
Moo Duk Kwan practitioners coming
back?"

HK: "Our doors have always been
open, which | feel good about morally.
However, in order to have respect toward
the Moo Duk Kwan Art, they would have

(Above) Grandmaster Hwang Kee addresses the
crowd, tranylated by his son and chairman of the
TAC, H.C. Rwang. Seated are various Korean dig-
nitaries and members of the Korean Government.
{Left) Grandmaster Hwang Kee poses with Michael
Wiener (left) and the author, Trent Suzuki (right).

to meel the criterion, standardization, and
follow the specific guidelines that have
been set forth.”

IK: “Thank you very much for your time
Kwan Jang Nim. | wish you continued
good health and much prosperity!”

HK: “Thank you,"

Obviously, Grandmaster Hwang Kee is
a unigue and very special individual. He
has given, and continues to give so much
of himself, not only to his own practition
ers, but to all of humanity. His contributions
to the martial arts, regardless of style, are
endless and we are fortunate that he is still
alive and strong, and continues to expose
us to different facets of his Art, as well as
his overall insights to life in general. | feel
deeply honored and grateful whenever |
am priviledged to be in his presence and
can anly hope those of us in Soo Bahk Do
Moo Duk Kwan can continue his dreams
of world peace through the Moo Do spirit!
*SO0 BAHK!II * [

Trent K. Suzuki, Dan #23501, is a 3rd Dan,
Kyo-Sa (Certified Instructor), and a mem-
ber in goed standing of the U.S. Soo Bahk
Do Moo Duk Kwan Federalion. He clir-
rently resides in the San Diego, CA area
and trains regularly under the excellent
buidance of Master Daymon Kenyon,
Trent can be reached at (619) 793-2072.
Those Interested in acquiring a copy of
“The History of the Moo Duk Kwan," by
Grandmaster Hwang Kee, please call U.S.
Soo Bahik Do Moo Duk Kwan [Federation
Headquarters at (201) 467-3971.
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